Recent research on the etiology of esophageal cancer in China.
China could be expected to offer good opportunities for the investigation of esophageal cancer since it has both high and low incidence areas. However, it seems impossible to attribute the induction of esophageal cancer to one particular substance--it rather seems to be caused by a variety of factors. To the authors' opinion, esophageal cancer may originate from exposure to N-nitroso compounds or mycotoxins. Lack of certain trace elements or essential vitamins may also play a role. Contrary to France, which also has high incidence areas of esophageal cancer, excessive alcohol consumption is of no importance in China. It is not clear whether genetic factors can be discussed.